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own. Others' mistakes attract ready attention. Let us, however., go
deeper into the question.
We are convinced that, though this condition is undoubtedly the
result of divine will, the blame lies with us, our chief fault being that
we have very little truth in us. It is generally from experience that the
whites accuse us of untruthfulness. Not all of them accuse us out of
malice. We are annoyed by the charge. If, instead of feeling
annoyed, we look at the matter in the right perspective and ponder
over it, we may derive much profit.
The Indians here are not very different from those at home. If
we take examples from the Transvaal or Natal, we shall find that
untruthfulness is spreading among us. This untruthfulness does us
damage. Instead of getting rid of the habit, we fight the Government
and inveigh against it. When the Government adopts extreme mea-
sures, we are admittedly left with no choice but to fight. But fighting
the Government will not by itself bring us happiness,
It is necessary that we fight ourselves. We must overcome this
habit of deceitfulness. In our private lives we behave as we do with
the Government. The result is that we become cowardly and, in order
to cover up our cowardice, we resort to deception and hypocrisy at
every turn.
In Natal, we spend any amount of money to obtain trading licences
by underhand means, but we will not observe cleanliness, which is the
thing necessary. There are very few Indians who deserve trading
licences on merits.
In the Transvaal everyone thinks only of self-interest. They must
have a permit by fair means or foul. As many children as possible
must be brought into the Colony. This avidity [to have all one
wants] is, to be sure, a source of evil. These are examples which are
easy to follow. Many other instances of falsehood can be cited.
Some readers may wonder what the connection is between frau-
dulent practice in relation to permits in the Transvaal and trading
licences in Natal on the one hand and famine on the other. That we do
not perceive this connection is in itself an error.
Our examples are only symptoms of a chronic disease within us.
We are sure that, as long as they remain addicted to cheating and decep-
tion, Indians will never be rid of their troubles. It would be a great and
true help indeed if, instead of sending money from here or being useful
,in some other way, we reformed ourselves and learnt to be truthful. If
the Indians here observe truth in word and deed and behave with
courage, that cannot but have some effect in India. Pain in any
part of the body is felt by the mind. The healthy condition of a part
has a benign effect [on the whole]. Similarly, good or bad actions of
individuals have a corresponding effect on a whole people. We believe